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Membership Rules and Code of Conduct

Aims

Our aim is to promote the hobby of living history and re-enactment to a wide audience.

To portray an accurate interpretation of the contribution that all service men women and children made during World War ll.
To maintain high standards of presentation and treat this subject with the professionalism and respect that is deserves.

To always comply with all current UK legislation relating to our hobby.

Our aim is to gain credibility as a dedicated professional organisation portraying many different units.
Committee
The committee shall consist of a Chairperson, Secretary, Treasurer, Safety Officer and Minute Secretary.  All elected committee members will act on behalf and in the interest of the organisation at all times. All committee members will be elected by the membership on an annual basis at the AGM. Any fully paid up members with a one year continuous membership of Yesterdays Heroes will be allowed stand for election at the AGM.  Any member wishing to be considered for election to the committee should give formal notice one month prior to the AGM to the current Secretary.

Only fully paid up members at the time of the AGM and in attendance at the AGM will be allowed to vote to elect officers of the committee.  In the event of any member of the committee resigning their position during any one year period, they should notify the Secretary in writing at a meeting giving one months notice. Nominations will be requested from fully paid up members with one year continuous membership to seek election by the membership at the next meeting. The elected member will be required to stand again for re election at the following AGM.  A quorum of three committee members plus attendees at a meeting shall be required in order to make any decisions regarding the group.

Membership
Membership is open to like minded individuals who have a genuine common interest and dedication.

All new members will pay a joining fee and an annual membership contribution to the organisation.  All current members shall pay an annual membership contribution to the organisation on or before each AGM.   

The amounts will be determined by the committee and agreed by all members on an annual basis. 

All members joining the organisation shall be deemed to accept all the rules and abide by the code of conduct at all times.

Active membership is mandatory each member should attend at least ONE meeting per year and attend at least TWO recognised shows per year.

All members must not hold or voice any extreme political views or opinions, anyone doing so will be liable to immediate expulsion.

Any person who wishes to join the organisation shall submit an application to the membership for consideration. Once accepted they shall undergo a trial period of twelve months, after which time they may be fully accepted into the organisation. If at any time any member who acts in an inappropriate or unreasonable manner which is deemed to be detrimental to the organisation they will be expelled from the organisation. Any member who is expelled during a probationary period is not entitled to any refund or part refund of the membership subscription. All members under the age of sixteen years should be accompanied by one adult member of their family at all events and any meetings. All members under the age of sixteen years will not be allowed to vote at any meetings.

No application for full probationary membership will be granted unless the applicant has informed the organisation of whether he/she has ever had an application for a firearm or shotgun certificate refused or revoked by the Police.

Personal Discipline
The Organisation Yesterdays Heroes is represented by its members and members are deemed to be responsible for their own and their guests behaviour, this applies at any show or event either organised by Yesterdays Heroes or any other organisation. Whether taking part at an event as a member or part of a scenario, display or other. Whether driving, being carried as a passenger or performing safety-orientated duties the standard of deportment and politeness must be maintained so that Yesterdays Heroes is presented to the public as a caring, responsible organisation. At public events always treat members of the public with the highest respect, especially veterans.  Never argue or swear in front of or at a member of the public this will only give the organisation a bad reputation. Any member who conducts themselves in a disorderly manner may be subject to disciplinary action. Any member whose actions or behaviour bring the organisation into disrepute they may be asked to leave the organisation.

You should not consume alcohol or drugs before or during a battle scenario, anyone under the influence of alcohol or drugs will not be allowed to take part in the event and may be subject to disciplinary action. 

All vehicle members
Members with vehicles must hold a current full driving licence for that class of vehicle, and have the necessary vehicle insurance for that type of vehicle. Owners and drivers must ensure that their vehicles are covered for “off road” use and that all drivers are similarly covered. It will be the responsibility of the driver to confirm insurance cover with the owner before taking charge of the vehicle. All drivers must adhere to current legislation to ensure that their vehicles are maintained and in safe and roadworthy condition and hold relevant legal documentation necessary for that vehicle. All owners and drivers must also ensure they abide by the conditions set out by any event organiser at any show or event.

Uniforms
Uniforms should be worn correctly and in context. All uniforms should be clean, neat and in good repair unless illustrating a frontline scenario. No modern jewellery, watches or earrings (except wedding rings) are to be worn when wearing a uniform. 

Wearing of German uniforms is permitted but no SS or political uniforms are allowed. Any member with extremist views will be expelled from the organisation.

On displays anything non authentic or modern should be hidden from view to members of the public.

Insurance
All members will ensure they are covered by Public Liability Insurance in line  with current UK legislation and ensure they maintain that insurance cover at all times whilst a member of Yesterdays Heroes.

Whilst attending an event as a member of Yesterdays Heroes you should notify the current Secretary by either email or telephone of your intention to attend any event not organised or arranged by the Events Co-ordinator of Yesterdays Heroes, one week prior to the event, providing details of the event and dates and names of the other persons attending on behalf of Yesterdays Heroes. Our Public Liability Insurance is a group insurance (THREE or more persons at any one event representing Yesterdays Heroes). No other group name(s) other than Yesterdays Heroes should be displayed on any static display at an event when using Yesterdays Heroes PLI.
Firearms and Explosives
All weapons for use on a display must comply with current UK legislation. All owners of weapons including weapons on vehicles must be in possession of the necessary UK firearm certificate required by current legislation. There must be absolutely no discharge of any firearm, barrelled weapon at any event without the prior permission of the Safety Officer of Yesterdays Heroes. All members involved in activity with the use of firearms should ensure they hold the correct certification if required, whether de-activated certificate or other. Members if required should carry the weapons certificate at all times at an event. Every member should be competent in the handling and safety of the weapon they are using. No members under the age of 18 years will be allowed to participate in any battle scenario.

No member of Yesterdays Heroes will allow a member of the public to handle any realistic imitation firearm or de activated weapon unless they are the owner of the weapon or have permission from the owner to do so. 

At skirmish events, distribution of any ammunition will be allocated by the safety officer in person direct to a fully paid up member on production of their current membership card. 

Offensive weapons
Bayonets and knives must not be unsheathed unless part of a static display of weapons and equipment and must never be left unattended. 

All members should be made aware of these rules and code of conduct when joining the organisation.  Once a member has read and agreed to abide by these rules and code of conduct the secretary should obtain a signed statement from the member which should be retained on file. Each member should retain a copy of the rules and code of conduct. 
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